MEAN Timeline
Mossville Environmental
Action Now (MEAN)
1992 Congressional Black Caucus report documenting environmental racism.
Mossville residents begin to organize to address gas flares and illnesses caused by
industrial emissions
1994 Condea Vista spills 1 million pounds of ethylene dichloride, contaminating
well water for fence line neighborhood of Belle Aire, in Mossville.
Mossville residents organize for relocation and damages
1998 Condea Vista makes first offer of $5,000 for damages suffered by community.
Eventually Condea Vista must settle for $12 M and is bought out by Georgia Gulf
and Sasol
1997 First blood tests of Mossville residents show elevated dioxin levels
1998 Health Study by University of Texas Galveston shows multiple health effects
of exposure to industrial toxins
1998 The federal Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)
performs a Dioxin Exposure Investigation reveals Mossville residents with dioxin
levels 3 times national average
1999 Formal incorporation of Mossville Environmental Action Now
2000 MEAN receives 501c(3) status
2000 MEAN, Wilma Subra and Advocates for Environmental Human Rights
(AEHR) publish study that will become the important and frequently cited
Industrial Sources of Dioxin report
2001 ATSDR Follow-up investigation begun but isn’t released for 5 years.
Exposure levels remain the same
2001 MEAN performs air testing revealing dangerous levels of industrial toxins in
their community and throughout Calcasieu Parish
2005 MEAN petitions Inter-American Commission on Human Rights for health
protection for Mossville residents and reform of the US environmental regulatory
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system that allowed the violation of the human rights to
health, life and racial equality in Mossville and
numerous other communities of color
2007 Industrial Sources of Dioxin Poisoning in
Mossville, LA Subra, AEHR, MEAN
2008 Second revision of MEAN Petitions Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights
2010 Community Health Needs Assessment participatory research project with
Sarah Lawrence Health Advocacy Program documents ongoing health affects of
environmental exposures
2010 MEAN begins organizing for an environmental health center to diagnose and
treat chronic illnesses experienced by Mossville residents as a result of lifelong
exposure to industrial toxins
2010 Toxic Towns USA: Mossville is one of two towns featured in the CNN special
2012 MEAN discovers Georgia Gulf has been emitting heightened levels of vinyl
chloride monomer (VCM) into the community for over 6 years
2013 MEAN wins an injunction, for the first time, against Louisiana Department of
Environmental Quality, preventing the agency from issuing new permits to Georgia
Gulf as a result of the VCM violations
2012-2013 MEAN launches a comprehensive exposure education and training
program for community residents, youth and sympathetic health professionals. The
effort is funded by the EPA
2013 Sasol offer voluntary relocation to Mossville residents as it prepares to build
the largest, and first in the United States tracked gas to liquid gas processing
facility. MEAN and Mossville residents organize for a fair and just relocation that
addresses the damage Sasol's plant will do to the human ecology as well as the loss
of heritage that will come with the destruction of a community over 200 years old.

