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Back to School Event and Talent Show 
By: Erica Jackson 

 

At a June 12 town hall meeting organized by Mossville Environmental Action Now (MEAN), the 
top environmental permitting official in the LA Department of Environmental Quality agreed to 
reconsider a draft air permit renewal and modification for a Georgia Gulf vinyl facility. Over 35 
Mossville residents along with environmental science and legal advisors raised concerns over 
factual errors in the LDEQ draft air permit that would allow the Georgia Gulf facility to release 
high concentrations of toxic chemicals that exceed state ambient air quality standards which are 
deemed protective of human health.   LDEQ Assistant Secretary Sanford Phillips agreed to attend a 
follow-up meeting in Mossville to present how these concerns will be addressed by the LDEQ in 
the air permit sought by Georgia Gulf.  In addition, he promised to work with the Lake Charles 
DEQ office to improve air monitoring in the Mossville area. 
 
Some of the concerns raised by Mossville residents that will be addressed by LDEQ Assistant 
Secretary Sanford Phillips include: 

• Why, for at least the last 6 years, has Georgia Gulf been allowed to exceed the Louisiana 
Ambient Air Standards for Vinyl chloride (VCM) and Ethylene dichloride (EDC)? 

• Why is the LDEQ considering renewing air permits for Georgia Gulf without requiring 
reductions in VCM and EDC emissions that violate ambient air standards?   

• Why haven’t the residents of Mossville and the workers at neighboring facilities been 
warned about their exposure to Georgia Gulf’s toxic chemicals? 

• How is LDEQ going to protect the residents of Mossville from these toxic exposures? 
• Why does the LDEQ draft permit consider an area where Mossville residents live as 

uninhabited? 
 
“We appreciate Mr. Phillips for coming to the Mossville community and discussing with us the 
major problems in the draft air permit for Georgia Gulf.  He committed to look into solving these 
problems,” said Dorothy Felix, MEAN President.  The problems identified at the town hall meeting 
included a description in the draft air permit of an area in Mossville, where high concentrations of 
Georgia Gulf’s toxic chemicals were detected above ambient air standards, as uninhabited.  
Mossville residents were quick to point out at the meeting that they live in this area and have been 
exposed to Georgia Gulf’s toxic chemicals.  The draft permit also failed to follow Louisiana air 
quality regulations that require compliance with ambient air standards. 
 
“Air monitoring data and official reports reveal that for several years the Georgia Gulf facility has 
been emitting high concentrations of toxic chemicals into the Mossville area, where people live.  
These chemicals are scientifically known to cause liver cancer, lung and kidney damage, respiratory 
ailments, and headaches,” said Wilma Subra, environmental science advisor to MEAN. 
 
“The LDEQ draft permit has several flaws and needs to be corrected to prevent Georgia Gulf from 
violating ambient air quality standards that worsens the toxic exposures already suffered by 
Mossville residents,” said Monique Harden, Co-Director and Attorney of Advocates for 
Environmental Human Rights, which represents MEAN in human rights litigation that seeks health 
remedies for Mossville residents and changes to the US environmental regulatory system to protect 
communities from polluting industries.  “We look forward to working with Sanford Phillips to 
ensure that Georgia Gulf complies with the law,” she said. 
 
MEAN wants to thank all the residents who came out on June 12.  Your presence at the meeting has 
forced Sanford Phillips to stand up and listen and address this dangerous health condition created 
by Georgia Gulf’s violation of ambient air quality standards. MEAN will hold Mr. Phillips to his 
word and come back to Mossville to report and remedy this dangerous situation. 
 
 

Mossville Residents Makes LDEQ Stand Up and Listen 
Adapted from a press release by Monique Harden, Esq. 

 

Mossville Environmental Action Now is sponsoring our 3rd Annual Back to School Event on 
August 2, 2012 at the Mossville Recreation Center from 1-8pm. There will be free school supplies 
for the first 35 children. M.E.A.N. will also have games, activities, food and fun from 1-5 p.m. The 
talent show will be from 6-8pm, the winner will receive $100.  After the talent show the school 
supplies will be given away. An adult  must accompany child/children to receive school supplies. It 
would be great to see you there. This is a night of fun you do not want to miss.  

So come and enjoy FREE school supplies, game, food, and fun! 
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The highlight of the National NAACP Convention was the speech delivered by 
Vice President Joe Biden.   
 
Mr. Biden rallied in support of President Obama.  This message was delivered 
in front of the nation’s largest civil rights organization on Thursday, July 12, 
2012.  Biden pointed out that the Republican challenger Mitt Romney’s election 
year agenda would hurt, not help, working families in the black community. 
 
Mr. Biden did a rundown of accomplishments for Mr. Obama’s first term.  He 
pointed out a landmark health care law, launching the mission that killed Al 
Qaida leader Osama bin Laden, and the decision to rescue the financial system 
and U.S. automakers General Motors, Chrysler, and Ford. 
 
Vice President Biden stated that this election would come down to character, 
conviction and vision.  He thinks this will not even be a close call.  

MEAN Attends National NAACP Convention 
Adapted from the American Press Release 

 

 

 

Mossville Environmental Action Now will host an Environmental Health Fair on  Friday, 
August 17, 2012 at the (Mossville) Rigmaiden Recreation Center, from 1 to 4 p.m.   
 
You can receive FREE HEALTH TESTS: 

 BLOOD PRESSURE 
 BLOOD SUGAR 
 CHOLESTERAL LEVEL 

 
You can meet medical providers from the SWLA Center for Health Services at Lake 
Charles and meet noted environmental health experts Mrs. Wilma Subra, Dr. Mark 
Mitchell and Dr. Arch Carson.   
 
There will be DOOR PRIZES and a FREE RAFFLE of CASH PRIZES up to $75.00! 
 

Receive a Personalized Environmental Health History 
By: Gail Garrett 

 

Mossville Environmental Action Now, with great regret, would like to inform the 
residents of Mossville that there will no longer be water distribution. Carol Collins 
form CONOCO told us that, Mr. Tempton manger at CONOCO, which provided the 
water, discontinued the water distribution because he was imformed that the process for 
quality water had been completed .  However, in an article from the American Press, 
June 7, 2012, Mr. Hal McMillan stated that the project had not yet started.   
 
As we all know, the provision of clean, safe drinking water is the Police Jury’s 
responsibility, not CONOCO’S.  MEAN will continue to check with CONOCO and see 
if they will reconsider.  If you have questions about completion of the water project 
you can call Mr. Hal McMillan at 337-433-1140 (Home) 337-488-4848 (Cell). 
 

Water Delivery Ends 
By: Gail Garrett 

 

Edgar Mouton, the former 
president of M.E.A.N, 

.passed away on June 7, 
2012. He will be deeply 

missed by MEAN and all 
of the supporting earth 

justice groups.  Mr. 
Mouton was born and 
raised in Mossville and 
spend most of his life 

here.  He loved hunting, 
fishing, and outdoor 

activities. This passion 
lead him to advocate for 
environmental justice for 
all. We will greatly miss 

Mr. Mouton and all of his 
efforts. 

 
Edgar (E.J.) Mouton Jr. 
1/13/1936 – 7/7/2012 

  



 

  


