
 
 

 
 

Who is Sasol? 

• Founded in 1950 in South Africa, in response to international communities' fuel embargo 
due to the practice of apartheid. 

• In 1954, Sasol created Sasolburg to supply housing and facilities for employees; it 
segregated the development into Sasolburg proper (exclusively for white employees) and 
Zamdela township (for non-whites). Zamdela remains marginalized. 

• Despite the presence of a major manufacturer in their backyard, unemployment in 
Zamdela remains high, 43% as of January 2013.1 

• Sasol has been accused of pollution in Zamdela that’s caused sickness and hospitalization, 
including a chlorine gas leak in 2000, which led to over 200 hospitalized2 

• Over 42,000 tons of volatile organic compounds are reported to have been polluted into 
Zamdela3  

• Residents of Zamdela began monitoring their air in 2001- finding quickly that the level of 
benzene in the air was over 8 times the US legal limit4  

• Most of Zamdela’s residents earn less than R400 a month (about $40 USD a month); 
Sasol’s CEO David Constable received a 68% pay increase5 this year, bringing his salary 
to R53.7 M for the year ended June 2013. 

What is Sasol North America? 

• Condea Vista (now Sasol North America) was found guilty of "wanton and reckless 
disregard of public safety” in 1997 for its responsibility for one of the largest chemical 
spills in the nation’s history, which contaminated the groundwater underneath the 
surrounding community. The company was charged with dumping an estimated 19-47 
million pounds of ethylene dichloride, a suspected human carcinogen, into the local 
estuary.6 This local estuary is Mossville, Louisiana.  

• Sasol North America has self-reported releasing dioxins, a cancer-causing highly-toxic 
group of chemicals in Mossville area 7 

• Greenpeace is suing Sasol North America for spying: "allegedly trespassing, conducting 
unlawful surveillance and stealing confidential information related to Greenpeace's work 
in the Lake Charles region of Louisiana,"8 which includes work with the Mossville 
community. 

                                            
1  http://www.sabc.co.za/news/a/e1a245004e4710858a33bff251b4e4e2/Most-Zamdela-residents-unemployed-or-

earning-very-little:-SAIRR-20130122 
2 http://www.foei.org/en/resources/publications/miscellaneous/clashes/sasoil.html 
3 http://saepej.igc.org/seventh.html 
4 http://www.ipsnews.net/2001/03/environment-south-africa-black-community-takes-control-of-its-air/ 
5http://www.politicsweb.co.za/politicsweb/view/politicsweb/en/page71654?oid=419433&sn=Detail&pid=71616 
6 http://www.chej.org/pvcfactsheets/Environmental_Justice_and_the_PVC_Chemical_Industry.html 
7http://www.chej.org/pvcfactsheets/Environmental_Justice_and_the_PVC_Chemical_Industry.html 
8 http://www.moneyweb.co.za/moneyweb-special-investigations/sasol-sued-for-spying 



 
 

 
 

What is Sasol North America’s plan for Mossville, Louisiana? 

• In Mossville, Sasol plans to build and operate the first facility in the 
United States that turns natural gas from shale rock (via fracking) into diesel fuel and 
other oils, known as a gas-to-liquids (or GTL) facility. This would be the first such plant in 
America. The project is expected to cost over $21bn over the next ten years9. 

• In addition, Sasol plans to build an Ethane Cracker facility that will use the ethane 
created from natural gas production to make ethylene that can be used for plastic and 
synthetic products. 

• Mossville is already surrounded by 14 other industrial facilities. Sasol plans to locate the 
two facilities in an area that is approximately three square miles. 

• “Testing of surface and ground water in Mossville shows unsafe levels of toxins such as 
PCBs and ethylene dichloride, that have caused chronic and life-threatening respiratory, 
reproductive and immune diseases, including cancer, in local residents10” 

• The large volume of gas that would be transported to the proposed GTL facility and the 
large quantity of fuel and oil that would be produced create significant risks for “a fire, an 
explosion, or any combination thereof . . . . that could affect any or all of the three 
environmental media: air, water and soil.”11 

• This kind of large-scale production has not been successfully tested yet, in the U.S. or 
globally. 

• “The newest and largest [gas to liquid] plant in operation, Royal Dutch Shell’s giant Pearl 
plant, also in Qatar, cost the leviathan sum of $19 billion, more than three times its 
original projected cost, and has been plagued with unexpected maintenance problems. 
Today only a handful of gas-to-liquids plants operate commercially, in Malaysia, South 
Africa and Qatar... Together they produce only a bit more than 200,000 barrels of fuels 
and lubricants a day — equivalent to less than 1 percent of global diesel demand. 12 

• "A 2008 Carnegie Mellon study estimated that plants in Qatar and Malaysia produced 
fuels that generated 20 to 25 percent more carbon emissions than conventional petroleum-
based liquid fuels because the production process consumed so much energy."13 

• Sasol’s planned GTL and Ethane Cracker facilities would increase the amount of toxic 
pollution in and around Mossville. 

• Sasol has canceled a similar plant in India due to regulatory problems14 but still plans to 
go ahead with their Louisiana plant, the first in America. 

 

                                            
9 http://www.iccr.org/news/press_releases/2013/pr_mossville072513.php 
10 http://www.iccr.org/news/press_releases/2013/pr_mossville072513.php 
11 Sasol, Environmental Assessment (IT Questions Response) for Proposed Gas-to-Liquids (GTL) and Cracker 
Project, April 2013 
12 http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/18/business/energy-environment/sasol-betting-big-on-gas-to-
liquid-plant-in-us.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0 
13 http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/18/business/energy-environment/sasol-betting-big-on-gas-to-liquid-
plant-in-us.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0 
14 http://www.dnaindia.com/money/1849512/report-tata-sasol-may-dump-coal-to-liquid-venture 


