
Why is EPA Region 6 promoting the land theft  
of an African American community? 

 

The EPA’s southern office in Dallas, Texas plans to promote the land theft taking place in the historic 
African American community of Mossville, Louisiana as a model program for community buy-outs.   

Mossville is an historic community in southwest Louisiana that Black people began to settle before 
the Civil War. We are the descendants of families that made a safe haven for us to grow and thrive 
long before the toxic industries came. We have worked hard to defend our community from industrial 
pollution that damages our health.  

The EPA Region 6 office will hold the Environmental Justice Summit in Dallas, Texas on August 9 – 
10, 2016 that includes a panel session on Relocations & Buy-Outs: When, Where & How. EPA 
officials have refused the numerous requests by Mossville Environmental Action Now (MEAN) to 
speak on this panel. In fact, EPA officials have planned the panel session without the participation of 
any environmental justice advocate experiencing a community buy-out. Instead, EPA invited a 
representative of the SASOL Corporation to make a presentation about SASOL’s buy-out program in 
Mossville as a model for other communities. SASOL, which stands for South Africa Synthetic Oil 
Liquid, began as a state-owned company during the brutal era of racial apartheid in South Africa and 
is now taking land in Mossville to build hazardous industrial facilities.  

SASOL’s unjust land grab of Mossville! 

 To pressure Mossville residents into accepting insufficient buy-out offers, SASOL influenced 
local agencies to change zoning in Mossville from residential use to heavy industrial use, close 
streets used by Mossville residents, allow heavy truck traffic through Mossville, and threaten to 
expropriate our properties if we did not sell them to SASOL. 

 When Bobby Jindal was Governor, SASOL obtained $115 million of Louisiana taxpayer dollars 
to purchase land without any protection for the property rights of Mossville residents. 

 To make way for its massive industrial development, SASOL developed its Voluntary Property 
Purchase Program without the input of Mossville residents or an understanding of our needs. 

 SASOL offers less than what is needed to relocate Mossville residents and refused to receive 
the written counter-offers presented by residents. 

 Mossville residents have had to take out mortgages and endure other hardships in order to fill 
the gap between SASOL’s insufficient buy-out offers and the rising price of comparable homes 
and lots outside of Mossville. 

We need your help! Send emails to SASOL’s Joint CEOs Bongani Nqwababa and Stephen Cornell 
in South Africa (HQ email: sasol.internet@sasol.com) and EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy in 
Washington, DC (McCarthy.Gina@epa.gov). Tell them to stop the unjust land grab of Mossville. 
Thank you! 

650 Prater Road 
Mossville, LA  70669 

www.meannow.wordpress.com 

Check out Advocates for Environmental 
Human Rights report, Stopping Land Theft 
in Mossville by the SASOL Corporation & 
Governmental Authorities. 
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